
 

TRIP TO NEWMAR 

 

We traveled to the Newmar Factory in Nappanee IN to take delivery of our Canyon Star 3911. It was 

and eventful three-day trip from our home in Florida.  

Along the way we picked up a Demco 460 SS Kar Kaddy that was purchased online from a RV Store in 

Texas, PPL Motorhomes.  

The RV store shipped it assembled to a freight distribution center in Austell GA, NTP Stag. At NTP, 

Clarise and her crew unpacked, made final adjustments and attached the Kar Kaddy to our vehicle.  

 

 

 

 

After a quick tire air pressure adjustment to 20 psi, we were on our way.  It is not recommended to tow a Dolly empty and we quickly discovered 

the reasons why. Even after the tires pressure was adjusted the dolly bounced and swayed limiting our speed to a maximum 55 

mph.  

Surprisingly, even in Atlanta, other drivers were accommodating allowing us to 

travel in the slow lane at 55 mph without comments, horns or rude gestures. The 

traffic was very heavy in Atlanta as we made a way north on I -75. There was 

construction on I 75 and the loop road, I 285 we used to go north from Austell. 

When we traveled in construction areas with no shoulder, Jersey Barriers on right and in some 

instances both sides, and when road lanes were reduced to10 ft, it was a bit tense to say the least but 

no problems. The trailer is every bit of 101” or 8’ 5” wide leaving little room for bouncing and 

swaying. 

During our trip the trip north, we saw many interesting sights. After waiting two hours in stop and go traffic, mostly stopped, we came upon why. 

The 3 lanes of I -75 had been restricted to only the far-left shoulder. A Cessna 152 apparently had an emergency and decided to 

use a straight section of the highway to land. The landing looked uneventful as the flaps were deployed for landing and there 

appeared to be no bent metal on the airplane or landing gear. It looks like the owners or aircraft managers were on sight as there 

was a tarp covering the identifying registration number of the aircraft.   

 

 

At a Flying J fuel stop we happened upon a poor soul with his wife with their brand-new truck and trailer. Clearly, he was new to towing and had 

jammed his trailer hard against the fuel island barrier on the driver’s side. It was clear he was completely unprepared to 

manage towing the trailer. From the damage we observed on both sides of the trailer had been damaged. He was learning 

“the hard way” how to tow his new trailer. A dream trip going very wrong.  

He was there when we arrived and still there, trying to figure out how to pull forward away from the pumps (clearly 

impossible given the trailer angle), when we departed after a long stop. We thought to offer some help but there were many 

folks trying to explain why he needed to backup and direct him, only adding to the confusion. Not to mention that the station was very busy with 

cars and trucks moving around his rig. We felt very bad for this fellow and his wife knowing full well the chaos that mistakes with a big rig can 

cause. 

We pulled into Nappanee IN after three long days on the road. Here is a picture of the new coach at Camp Newmar, in the building 10 parking 

lot. During work hours, starting at as early as 5 a.m., the lot quickly emptied but by 3 p.m. workers head home and the 

lot fills up with coaches.  

We arrived on the prior Saturday to allow us time to rest and see some sights. We drove into South Bend to visit the 

Studebaker museum. This is of personal interest as Gail is related to the 1960’s leader of the Studebaker automotive 

design team, Robert Bourke. He was responsible for the Hawk design. Her relative was prominently remembered 

throughout the museum. Even the personal Bourke family Hawk, a vehicle that Gail rode in during high school, was on 

display.  


